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[f youre a friend, 
-Pead on... 


How sorry we are that, owing to 
Government requirements, we cannot 
always serve old and valued cus- 
tomers as we should wish! 


Orders, in fact, must be dealt with 
strictly according to ‘“ priority.” 


While such difficulties..apply, of 
course, to all constructional materials, 
it’s well worth remembering that 
for Roofing, Vertical Cover, and 
Ventilators 


CELLACTITE 


remains supreme 


* BEFORE THE WAR we were proud of our 
service to customers. 


* TODAY we still do our very best. 


* AFTER HITLER, we plan to serve you 
better than ever. 


CELLACTITE & BRITISH URALITE LTD. 


TERMINAL HOUSE, 52, GROSVENOR GARDENS, LONDON, S.W.! 
*Phone : SLOane 5127 (4 lines). *Grams : Cellactite, Sowest, London. 


AND AT HIGHAM, KENT 
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ARCHITECTS’ 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 
WITH WHICH IS INCORPORATED THE BUILDERS 
JOURNAL AND THE ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEER 
IS PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY THE ARCHI- 


TECTURAL PRESS (PUBLISHERS OF THE ARCHITECTS’ © 


JOURNAL, THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, SPECI- 
FICATION, AND WHO’S WHO IN ARCHITECTURE) 
FROM 45 THE AVENUE, CHEAM, SURREY 


THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS : 


BY POST IN THE UNITED KINGDOM...... £1 3 10 
BY POST TO CANADA... .<o065200000% £13 10 
BY POST ELSEWHERE ABROAD........ £i 8 6 


SPECIAL COMBINED RATE FOR SUBSCRIBERS ‘TAKING 
BOTH THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AND THE 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL : INLAND £2 6s. ; ABROAD 
£2 10s. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY BE BOOKED AT ALL NEWSAGENTS 


* 


SINGLE COPIES, SIXPENCE ; POST FREE, EIGHTPENCE. 
SPECIAL NUMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN SUBSCRIPTION ; 
SINGLE COPIES, ONE SHILLING ; POST FREE, ls. 3p. 
BACK NUMBERS MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS OLD 
(WHEN AVAILABLE), DOUBLE PRICE. 


* 
SUBSCRIBERS CAN HAVE THEIR VOLUMES BOUND 


COMPLETE WITH INDEX, IN CLOTH CASES, AT A 
CcOsT OF 10s. EACH. CARRIAGE ls. EXTRA 


* 


45 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey 
TELEPHONE : VIGILANT 0087-9 (3 LINEs) 





The Editor will be glad to receive MS. articles 
and* also illustrations of current architecture in this 
country and abroad with a view to publication. 
Though every care will be taken, the Editor cannot 
hold himself responsible for material sent him. 
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available for export. 








The fact that goods. made of raw materials in short supply 
owing to war conditions are advertised in this JOURNAL 
should not be taken as an indication that they are necessarily 


Owing to the paper shortage the JOURNAL, in common with all 
other papers, is now only supplied to newsagents on a “‘ firm 
order”’ basis. This means that newsagents are now unable to 
supply the JOURNAL except to a client’s definite order. 
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TRADITIONAL 


HOUSING 





Log houses on the banks of the Volga: this 
type of construction and decoration was usual 
in all parts of Russia until about twenty 
years ago. Internally and externally the 
walls are finished in the same way. Photo- 
sraph by Mr. F. R. Yerbury. From the 
Gyproc Exhibition. 
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RUSSIA: 


the Ministry of Finance. Architect, Ginsburg. The 
long rows of windows are of double glass and give on to 
corridors which connect with the various apartments. 
The cills of the windows are constructed in the form of 


MODERN 


Workers’ flats in Moscow built to house the employees of 


provided on the premises as part of the 


HOUSING 


boxes with water drainage and were int 


ended to contain 
flowers. Nurseries, schools, clubs and 


restaurants are 
heme. There is 
also a roof garden. The photograph by Mr.F. R. Yerbury 
is from the recent Gyproc exhibition at the Savoy. 
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In the JOURNAL’S opinion a Big Half-Change has taken place in the building industry 
since war began. ‘This half-change has four main ingredients: (1) The interest which 
bigger contractors and manufacturers formerly devoted to profits is now absorbed by manoeuvres 
for position during and after the war. (2) The changeover from fees to salaries by a large 
number of architects, engineers and members of associated professions, together with the greater 
attention these men can now devote to the job in hand. (3) The levelling effect of control of 
materials and labour, together with the effect of the ‘‘ fixed job and a fixed wage ”’ policy. (4) 
The great impetus which has been given to modern architecture by war building requirements. 


THE BIG HALF-CHANGE—2 








HERE is only one test for every change in the 

| building industry just now. It is expressed well 

enough in the question, ‘‘ What has been its 

effet on speed and efficiency of actual 
building ? ” 

The answer is short and not sweet. War building 
is doing badly. Painstaking research is being made 
into the degree of badness; common or garden badness 
seems generally admitted. 

Why is building doing badly? There seem to be 
three principal reasons in so far as the JOURNAL’S 
enquiries go and readers may find it interesting to 
compare these reasons with the diagnosis of the Big 
Half-Change given above. 

First Reason.—Contraéctors, specialists and suppliers 
have no longer the inducement to maximum exertion 
which is provided by high profits. Most of them have 
all the work on which they can draw profit, they cannot 
be sacked, and they have suffered the loss of many 
good men. In addition a large portion of their 
directive energy is now devoted to manceuvring for 
position among rivals. 

Second Reason.—Building operatives are in short 
supply and, judged by pre-war standards, of poor 
quality. This is inevitable. The “ fixed ways and 
fixed job ’’ policy has, however, deprived the operative 
of one incentive to greater effort and his employers of 
one usually effective disciplinary measure. 

Third Reason—Too many and far too late changes 
of mind by officials and advisers of client Depart- 
ments : 
different departments, departmental sub-divisions, and 
responsible individuals, which would be considered 
long drawn out in a lady secretaries’ home of rest. 

Is there a remedy for these things ? A contractor’s 
manager Said at a recent meeting that if he had the 
power tosend into the army every operative whodid not 
do a fair—just a fair—day’s work he could raise output 


war 


to which should be added feuds between . 


by a half. The journat believes this contention to be 
quite true. This is a terrible state of affairs in October, 
1941. More terrible—and equally true—if it were 
possible to send into the ranks any building admin- 
istrator (not forgetting Departmental officials) who 
expends energy on a feud or manceuvre for position, 
exactly the same increase in output could be obtained. 
Since the second remedy is impossible so is the 
first. 

Are there no alternatives? If one examines the 
Big Half-Change carefully one possibility at least offers 
hope. 

Contractors and manufaéturers are manceuvring for 
position, for prestige: and every big contractor is 
more or less on a level with the rest. Of thosethree big 
driving forces—profit, power and a good reputation— 
the big contractors have been deprived of the first by 
E.P.T., of the third by Official Secrecy, and so they 
are strivittg for the second because patriotism is 
only enough after a Dunkirk. 

But is it necessary or desirable that the legitimate 
prize of good reputation should be denied to war 
builders by Official Secrecy ? Big builders, as-we have 
said, are now working on level terms and if a firm 
can do a big job better and quicker than its rivals it 
deserves praise and mention in despatches by its 
C.-in-C., Lord Reith. The war, we have been told 
until we’re tired, is one of industry as much as armies, 
but the only people who have not grasped this are 
those who tell it to us. 

Mention in skilfully written war building despatches 
would be a worthy prize for builders. It would be 
sought for. More than one mention would help to 
create for a firm just that outlasting-the-war prestige 
for which sub-surface jostling is now taking place. 
It would redirect a great volume of energy from that 
jostling on to the job in hand: and it is the job on 
hand which matters. 
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THE LORD JUSTICE SCOTT COMMITTEE 


HE fact that the Minister of Works and Buildings 

has appointed a committee, under the chairmanship 

of Lord Justice Scott, to investigate the complicated 
question of land utilization is excellent news. It has 
been obvious for some time that little progress can be 
made with reconstruction schemes until certain main 
principles are thoroughly thrashed out. How much 
land should be reserved for agriculture, for instance, 
how should towns be related to the districts which supply 
them with food and raw materials; where should 
factories be located, how should they be grouped, and 
how should the main lines of communication be laid out ? 


* 


All these factors determine the size of towns and provide 
the framework within which town planners as such must 
operate and without which they cannot get to work on 
detailed schemes with any real hope of producing satis- 
factory results. The new committee is the first step 
towards a positive policy. 


R.I.B.A. RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 


The R.I.B.A. Reconstruction, Committee has not 
featured in the news lately, but it has been making 
progress. The various groups into which the com- 
mittee is divided have been meeting regularly. There is a 
general air of bustle and life and the Royal Institute is 


losing its air of being a monument in the hands of 


caretakers. 
+ ; 

The reports of Building Legislation and Professional 
status groups are shortly to follow those already issued by 
the groups concerned with Housing and with Planning and 
Amenities ; the former is to be made public at another 
press conference in the near future. Will it, one wonders, 
excite the same enthusiasm as that of the Housing group 
which produced a leader in the .Vews Chronicle? The 
second interim report of the housing group is now nearly 
ready ; this section seems to be well ahead. 
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Che long-felt lack of general discussion and of exchange 
of ideas between members is to be remedied when Mr. 
Davidge speaks on the first interim report of the Planning 
and Amenities Group. The lecture, I understand, will be 
open tg all members of the R.I.B.A. and will be followed 
by a general discussion which will give all those who are 
interested in the subject an opportunity to advance views 
and to criticize the report so that any suggestion of value 
may be incorporated in it before the final report is drawn 
up, and which will, I trust, be fully reported for the benefit 
of provincial and war-working members. 


* 


Then there is a group on Building Technique, which is 
linked with the Architectural Science Committee (the latter 
produced a short time ago a voluminous and scrupulously 
particularized revision of the architectural curriculum, 
intended to give science its proper place in architectural 
education). The report of this group is still undergoing a 
rather long period of gestation. 


*¥ 


The groups on Building Technique and on Housing 
have both been approached by Mr. Gibson of Coventry, 
with a view to collaboration on some experimental housing. 
This is a piece of big news, and one hopes that this attempt 
to give a practical turn to the theoretical findings of a 
committee will have fruitful results. Yet another group on 
Building Industries has sent a long questionaire to 
B.I.N.C., which has now been answered. 


UNIFICATION OF THE PROFESSION ? 

The A.A. as well as the R.I.B.A. is said to be moving 
into action and it is rumoured that they are proposing to 
call a conference to discuss the unification of the archi- 
tectural profession. So far no news has come through 
about the agenda for discussion, or about the way in which 
the suggested unity is to be brought about. At first sight 
it is difficult to see what purpose unification would 
serve. The various bodies into which the architectural 
profession is at present divided, such as the M.A.R.S. 
group, the Town Planning Institute and the A.A.S.T.A., 
each have very different functions to perform. And they 
are already united by the Architects Registration Council. 


* 


However, a closer inspection reveals that the A.R.C. is a 
purely statutory body and cannot in that sense act as a 
central body. In the meantime the different associations 
continue not only to fulfil different functions but to pursue 
sometimes opposing policies, and to purvey to the general 
public not one architecture but half a dozen or more. 


* 


Some central body is surely needéed to co-ordinate their 
interests, to formulate a general programme and to define 
spheres of action, so that the existing organizations can 
continue with their work without treading on each 
other’s toes. 


NEW SPUR TO STAKHANOVITES 


This problem of increasing output on new buildings. 
That it is realized by Authority to be a_ serious 
problem is shown by action already taken, ranging 
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Bronze Statue of Peter the Great, Leningrad. One of a collection of 
Russian photographs taken by Mr. F. R. Yerbury which was exhibited 
at the recent luncheon given by Gyproc Products at the Savoy. Other 
photographs from this exhibition appear on pages 285-286, 


from bus shelters to bonuses. This week I have heard 
of further action—an itinerant speaker. 
+ 


I do not know, an archite¢t writes, whether this man 
was the first of many or what Ministry he came from. He was a 
Lieut.-Colonel, recently returned from Malta ; a good-looking, 
sensible Regular officer who bore no resemblance to Colonel 
Blimp. He had to address, on the fringe of a rainstorm and a 
filthy site, as difficult an audience as there is in the world— 
500 or so north-country building operatives, for the most part 
over 45, and dourly conscious of having been sold a good many 
pups in their time. 

. 


It says much for his obvious genuineness that he was much 
better received than any of his escort expected. But why, oh 
why, was he sent at all, and why, oh, why, with such a ‘script. . . 

. 


I catalogue three cardinal faults which the combined talents 
of the Ministry of Supply, Works and Information still allow to 
be perpetuated in the 26th month of war : 

1) Jargon: ‘ Associate you with our National War Effort’ 

: ‘only the British Empire now stands between’ 

. any British fighting Man can beat four or five 

Germans ’ 
2 His stories of munition needs were all second-hand. 
‘I was talking to the captain of a cruiser 

3) He came very near stating that Russia could not be 

expected to last much longer. , 


+ 


Is it not possible for someone at some Ministry to visualize 
the effeét of a sergeant-major from this area limping on to a 
site and saying : ‘ Look, here, lads. I was bombed out of France 
and I was bombed out of Crete; all because we hadn’t got the 
stuff. A lot of boys from here are dead or prisoners because we 
hadn’t got the stuff. You get £6 a week and we get 30 bob. 
We don’t grudge it you, but for —-— sake put your backs into 
it ! + 

P.S.—I have since been told that those who sent this speaker 
stated that he had been an unqualified success elsewhere. This 
is surely the most heart-breaking part of the whole business. 
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THE 
LORD JUSTICE SCOTT 
COMMITTEE 


Lord Reith, after consultation with the Minister 
of Agriculture, has appointed a Committee 
with the following terms of reference: ‘* To 
consider the conditions which should govern 
building and other constructional development 
in country areas consistently with the main- 
tenance of agriculture, and in particular the 


factors affecting the location of. industry, having 


regard to economic operation, part-time and 
seasonal employment, the wellbeing of rural 
communities and the preservation of rural 
amenities.”” 


The Committee will consist of :— 


Lord Justice Scott (Chairman), Chairman of the 
Agricultural Organization, 1917—1922, and 
of the Acquisition of Land Committee, 1917— 
1919. 

Lord Addison, Minister of Agriculture, 1930—31, 
present Chairman of the Buckinghamshire 
War Agricultural Committee. 

Lord Radnor, one of the Liaison Officers to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and member of the 
Executive of the Central Landowners’ Assocta- 
tion. 

Lady Denman, Chairman of the National Federation 
of Women’s Institutes and of the Women’s Land 
Army. 

Mr. R. Cobb, member of the Executive of the C saaied 
Land Agents’ Association. 

Mr. H. S. Cooper, one of the Managing Directors 
of the Ford Motor Company. 

Mr. S. R. Dennison, Professor of Economics at 
University College, Swansea. 

Mrs. Lionel Hichens, Member of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Distribution of the Industrial 
Population. 

Mr. A. E. Monks, an Official of the National 
Union of Agricultural Workers. 

Mr. L. Ramsbottom, Head of the Rural Depart- 
ment of the National Council of Social Service. 

Mr. R. H. Roberts, formerly Industrial Adviser to 
the Commissioner for Special Areas. 

Mr. P. Robinson, Director of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society. 

Dr. L. Dudley Stamp, Director of the Land Utiliza- 
tion Survey of Britain. 

Mr. R. A. Ward, Chairman of the West Sussex 
Branch of the National Farmers’ Union. 

Joint Secretaries : Mr. Thomas Sharp and Mr. B. 

C. Engholm, Lambeth Bridge House, London, 
5.2.7. 




















NEWS 


* Members of the Lord Justice 
Scott Committee Page 289 


* Builders’ Accounts for War 
Damage Repairs _ Page 292 


WELSH SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE 


In the recent Scholarship Examination 
held at the Cardiff Technical College, the 
following candidates were awarded Scholar- 
ships for admission to the Welsh School of 
Architeéture : J. M. Jenkins, F. S. Jennett. 


MINISTRY OF HEALTH LOANS 


The following loans were sanétioned 

during the quarter ended June 30, 1941, 

to local authorities in England and Wales. 
‘ 


Housing... sae por wad Se . 505,902 

Municipal Services (including clinics, sanatoria 
and mental hospitals) ona ae «» 371,571 

Swimming Pools, Playing Fields, Recreation 
Grounds, Open Spaces, etc. ... ale ‘ 29,773 
Water Supply... wee oes pes eos 250,312 

Education Services (including libraries and 
museums) ne) ae eas Say ... 874,233 
Air Raid Precautions . 237,868 
» 


LETTERS 


JOHN GLOAG 


TOM HARRISSON 


Director of Mass-Observation 


GILBERT T. GARDNER, F.RJ.B.A. 


Collaborate with Russia 


Sir,—My quite reasonable suggestion 
that English architects possess the 
capacity for solving housing problems 
in a way that would be acceptable to 
the English people has fortunately 
led to the expression of many interesting 
opinions. I am familiar with most of 
the arguments upon which Mr. F. R. S. 
Yorke and Mr. David Percival base 
their facts, but courtesy demands that 
I should first of all express my sincere 
regret that Mr. Louis Erdi should have 
had such a regrettable experience of 
English houses and English people. 
From his letter in your issue of 
October 2, one might conclude that 
the entire population is creaking with 
rheumatism, and that he has never met 
anybody who knows how to keep that 
admirable form of heating, the coal or 
wood fire, under proper control. I am 
afraid that in common with many 
other people who like overheated 
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rooms, he confuses fresh air with 
draughts. He says, somewhat in- 
explicably, that the motto of his letter 
is ‘* Pride.” Well, I won’t argue about 
that, nor would I suggest for one 
moment that there is no trace of 
foreign influence in the way we live in 
this country. For example, we drink 
tea—a Chinese habit ; men also wear 
trousers—unless they are very ex- 
ceptional—another foreign idea. .But 
the point, my dear Mr. Louis Erdi, is 
not that I object to other nations living 
in their own sweet, national way: I 
object to the assumption by some 
Englishmen, whose enthusiasm _ oc- 
casionally invalidates their capacity for 
clear thought, that foreign ways are 
always better than English ways. There 
are many types of enthusiasts in the 
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world, and there are two particularly 
fatuoys types : one says ‘* My country, 
right or wrong ! *”’ and the other, ‘‘ My 
country, a/ways wrong ! ” 

I agree with Mr. Yorke that the re- 
construction problem is enormous ; | 
also know, and I should have thought 
Mr. Yorke did, that we have not 
neglected the business of housing the 
people of this country during the last 
twenty years. I have found during my 
occasional visits to the land which so 
many Left Wing intelleétuals seem to 


despise, namely, the United States of 


America, that the greatest respect is 
paid to our housing schemes, and that 
American archite¢éts hold up as an 
example to their own countrymen the 
superb work which has been done at 
Liverpool and many other places in 











arly 
try, 
My 


re- 
- | 
ight 
not 
the 
last 
my 
1 so 
1 to 


s of 


t 1s 
that 
an 
the 
> at 
im 











Tue ARCHITECTs’ JOURNAL for October 30, 1941 » 291 


T Y 


Ls 





(Left and above) Government propaganda in 
Russia (photographs by Mr. F. R. Yerbury) 
intended to discourage drinking ; (on the 
right) Government propaganda in England 
intended to encourage saving. The former 
shows with a directness that is almost 


crude the disadvantages of excessive 
alcoholic indulgence, the latter shows 
with an indirectness that is scarcely 
comprehensible the advantages that accrue 
from thrift. Save for Supremacy. What 
is supremacy ? The first idea that 
crosses one’s mind is that our supremacy 
implies the subjurgation of other peoples, ° 
but this we know from many speeches 
is not the aim of our ‘Government. 
The only explanation offered is the 
effigy of a lion. Are we being asked to 
save in order to populate the world with 
replicas of the lions in Trafalgar Square ? 


England. But I know it is fashionable 
to think that the only people who 
solved the housing problem were the 
Viennese. That is because our bright 
young intellectuals admire foreign ideas 
which tend to control life, rather than 
to embellish it and enlarge it. 

I should like to deal with some of 
Mr. David Percival’s glittering in- 
accuracies. If he had taken the trouble 
to read the correspondence in the 
New Statesman and Nation to which he 
refers, he would have seen that I took 
exception to some statements made by 
that admirable paper, which attributed 
the winning of the Battle of the Atlantic 
largely to Russia, and I protested at 
this doubtless unintentional backhander 
at the British Navy, the R.A.F., and 
the United States Navy patrols. 
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POST OFFICE 
‘SAVINGS BANK 


Now, don’t get me wrong, gentlemen, 
I am not against closer contacts with 
any country that is fighting side by 
side with us to preserve the sort of 
civilization which stills permits paper 
to be covered with ink by a corres- 


pondence of this kind. But I don’t 
want any foreign country approached 
in the belief displayed by many of the 
letters that have adorned this corres- 
pondence : that “ they do these things 
better abroad.” And for the informa- 
tion of Mr. David Percival I would 
strongly oppose any attempt to copy 
American architectural ideas or ways 
of life for consumption in this country. 
We have had some pretty grim object 
lessons in the past of collaboration and 
imitation. 

Architects do not need to be reminded 


of the interrupted development of 
English domestic architeéture in the 
16th century. Our beautiful bland 
English style, exemplified in the older 
parts of Hampton Court, the Bishop’s 
Palace at Ely, and in many big houses 
and small houses up and down the 
country, was torn up by the roots, and 
the spacious ideas of the Italian 
Renaissance were copied, misunder- 
stood, and marred by a vulgarity which 
was unequalled until the 19th century. 
In the hands of the great architectural 
clarifiers of the Renaissance, Inigo 
Jones, and later Christopher Wren, 
English domestic architecture was re- 
instated. Foreign ideas were expressed 
then very largely in terms of ornament : 
but that ornament reflected an alien 
conception of life, and it was so out of 
tune with England that in the early 
16th century the common people made 
up this jingle about it : 
** The Englishman Italianate 
Is the Devil Incarnate.”’ 

I contend, gentlemen, without dis- 
respect to our great ally, Russia, that 
the Englishman when he is_ being 
himself is a much better proposition 
than when he is trying to be something 
else, not only in the mistress art, but 
in the art of life. 
London. JOHN GLOAG. 


Public Opinion or Public Prejudice ? 


Sir,—The_ interesting comment of 

Astragal in your issue of October 16 
calls for some slight, polite, comment 
from me. 

It is unfair for him to suggest that I 
want to scrap all the plans and start 
again. Quite the contrary. I want 
planning to extend its front now, to 
include a more sympathetic approach 
to the real problems of people. It is 
equally unfair of him to represent my 
article in the “* New Statesman” as 


advocating that we_ should _ base 
planning on what people want. I am 
concerned with what people need. 


But need is a composite thing, including 
the want, and the ought, and the must. 
We can only get effective planning if 
the prejudices of people are taken 
into account. Astragal appears to 
think that these prejudices can be 
ignored. Alas, not so. And many a 
perfect plan, whether for world peace 
or political unity, a new produét or an 
old faith, has been shattered by public’ 
prejudice. ° 

I don’t agree that “in nine cases out 
of ten people are not in a positidn to 
say (what they want) because they are 
not aware of the alternatives open to 
them.” We are at present engaged in 
detailed research in twelve selected 
housing areas, ranging from Becontree 
and Watling to Bournville and Stepney. 
We find a very high degree of aware- 
ness of alternative accommodation and 
a high degree of intelligent dissatisfac- 
tion with existing accommodation. 
On the other hand, I quite agree 
with Astragal that you don’t base 
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FIPST FLOOR PLAN 


Plan showing the outdoor W.C. at Haydock referred to in Sir Reginald Rowe’s letter of Oct. 16. 


policies and plans just on what people 
want. Social organisations, such as 
Mass-Observation, exist only as a 
humble check on the ideals and 
intentions of the planners, who must 
mould and lead the public want and 
need. But such checks are nevertheless 
essential, lest the planners get too far 
away from their subject, too engrossed 
in the formal matters, the acreages and 
plastics and chimneypieces. Inci- 
dentally, I should welcome more 
active co-operation from planners in 
the researches we are now making into 
this matter. 


London. Tom HarrIsson. 


Outside W.C. 


Sir,—I was indeed glad to read the 
letter from Sir Reginald Rowe in your 
issue of October 16th. 

There are, alas, in this country 
thousands of houses built since 1919 
under the various Housing Acts, with 
the planning defects to which Sir 
Reginald draws attention. 

I regret, Sir, that you should appear 
to encourage by _ publication and 
apparently as an example worthy to 
be followed the outside W.C. which 
Sir Reginald very rightly condemns. 

As a member who was responsible 
for the formation of the Oxford Panel 
of Architects in 1919 for carrying out 
the City Housing Schemes I strongly 
and _ successfully opposed such plan- 
ning but since that date we have had 
a large number of houses built in 
Oxford with these obvious planning 
defeéts and I am aware of thousands 
of similar houses in various parts of the 
country designed by archite¢ts and 


See helou "a 


the architectural staffs set up in 
municipal offices. 
In Oxford these houses are now 


crammed with evacuees and the state 
of affairs due to planning defects is 
most distressing. 

However, I do feel bound to point 
out that in a very large measure these 
planning - defects were forced upon 
local authorities and their architects by 
technical officials who were at the 
mercy of the Treasury. 

A month or so ago, in a paper read 
to a women’s institute meeting, I drew 
particular attention to the defective 
planning to which Sir Reginald refers 
and the women, many of whom lived 
in such houses, very strongly endorsed 


my remarks. 
GILBERT |T. GARDNER. 
Oxtord. 
WARTIME BULLETIN No. 17 


A new War-time Building Bulletin, No. 17, 
‘Resistance of Reinforced Concrete 
Structures to Air Attack” (H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 6d. net), has been issued by 
the Building Research Station on the 
resistance of reinforced concrete structures 
to air attack. Evidence obtained from an 
extensive survey of damaged structures 
shows that modern reinforced concrete 
structures of good design stand up remark- 
ably well to high explosive and fire, but 
that certain precautions may be taken in 
design which increase the resistance of the 
normal structure to air attack without any 
appreciable increase in cost. The Bulletin, 
which was prepared with the assistance of 
Mr. W.L. Scott, M.Inst.C.E., M.1.Struét.E., 
contains a list of these precautions, intended 
for the use of architeéts and engineers 
working on the design of war-time buildings. 
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BUILDERS’ ACCOUNTS FOR 
WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 


Re gional y | SSESSOTS 


Steps have been taken by the War 

Damage Commission to safeguard the 
interests both of the public and of the 
builders in connection with payments in 
settlement of claims for the proper cost 
of repair work to war-damaged buildings. 

Proper cost is defined in the Act to mean 
such cost as is reasonable having regard to 
the prices of materials and the rates of 
remuneration for services current when the 
works are executed and to all other relevant 
circumstances. The property owner bases 
his claim on the builder’s account, and 
circumstances might arise in which this 
would be disputed by the Commission’s 
officers. : 

The Commission has agreed with the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers that in such a case the builder 
whose account is disputed may refer the 
matter to a regional assessor appointed by 
the Federation. In those cases in which 
the regional assessor does not support the 
contention of the claimant the amount in 
dispute will be disallowed. If the assessor 
considers that the case warrants further 
examination he will refer it for advice to 
the deputy commissioner for the area, who 
will in every case hear the regional assessor 
on behalf of the builder and, if he wishes, 
consult any other person, including the 
Commission’s technical staff. The deputy 
commissioner’s advice will be accepted by 
the Commission. 

It will be recalled that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer stated in the House of 
Commons on October 7 that cost of works 
payments will be made after the completion 
of the work as soon as the Commission has 
satisfied itself that the cost of the work is 
reasonable. The arrangement described 
above has been designed to facilitate a 
decision in any‘cases in which the reasonable- 
ness of a charge appears to be a mattet 
of doubt. 

The Commission has been informed by 
the Federation that it has appointed the 
following assessors : 











North-East London Region F. J. Gaver, Messrs 
E. A. Roome & (¢ Crown Works, Urswick Roa 
Hackney, E.9 

North-West London Region H. C. Harland, Messr 
John uing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, N.W.7. 

South-East London Kegion A. H. Nash, |! 
Wharf, Waterloo Bridge # 

South-West Londor i G. W. Buchanan, 107 
Trinity Road, Tooting, S.W.17. 

Northern Reg \. Henderson, Messrs. Henders 





1936), Smith Stre 





Bros. et, Tyne Dock, South Shields 
North-Eastern Regior A. Waddington, F.I.O.B., 
Messrs. A. Waddi & Son, Ltd., Arthwadson Houst 
19, Minna Road, effield, 3. 





North-Midland Reg P. Bow, c/o Thomas Bow 














45,9, Lamartine Street ‘Nottingham. 

Eastern Region Sidney T. Gill, M.I.0.B., Eatas 
Chase, Unthank Road, Norwich. 

Southern Region I 4. Peyman, F.I.0.B., 87 
London Road, Reading, Berks. 

South-Western Regior H. C. Hayes, The Orchard 
House, Old Sneed Park, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. 

Wales Region South Wales), E. J. Smith, 104, 
Marlborough i, Roath, Cardiff. North Wales 
Councillor Joh ghes, J.P., M.1.0.B., John Hughes 
Contractors 1., Wrexham. 

Midland Regi C.S. Kershaw, D. Kershaw & Sons 
Edward Street, ton-on-Trent 

North-Western tegior F. Winterbottom, 327 
Frederick Street, Oldham 

South-Eastern Regio N. Longley, James Longley & 


Co., Ltd., Crawley, Sus 


AN ARCHITECT’S ESTATE 


Mr. Stanley Charles Allum, A.R.1.B.4., of 
Golders Green, N.W., left £28,827, net 
personalty £28,757. 
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I. THE 


DESIGNED BY 
EDWARD MAUFE 


GENERAL — These pages show 
the present state of Guildford 
Cathedral. Guildford is the third 
cathedral of a new diocese to be 
built in England by the Church 
of England since the Reformation. 
The other two are Truro, dedi- 
cated in 1878 and Liverpool, 
started in 1904. The site at 
Guildford was the gift of the 
Earl of Onslow. The design was 
chosen as the result of an open 
competition and the foundation 
stone was laid by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1936. Work has 
just been suspended owing to 
war conditions. 
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CONSTRUCTION—Reinferced con- 
crete raft foundations, with 780 rein- 
forced concrete piles. Each pile 
weighs five tons and is 50 ft. long. The 
main structure is built with bricks 
made from the clay of the hill on which 
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the cathedral stands ; and the main 
vaulting is of reinforced concrete, 
sprayed with asbestos plaster to 
prevent echoes. Exterior walls are 
of hand made bricks of rose pink 
colour made from the clay of the hill 
and the windows, doorways and 
coping are stone. The inside walls 
will be rough plastered to harmonise 
in colour with the stone. A tunnel 
runs the whole length of the building 
to take the heating, lighting and water 
services and the electric leads for the 
organ and broadcasting points. 


Photographs of the interior of the 
cathedral will be published next 
week. 


Above, view from south-east: left, view 
from east. The wooden cross was erected 
on the site in 1933, five years before the 
first brick of the superstructure of the 
cathedral was laid. It is of teak, stands 
35 ft. out of the ground and was made 
from the timbers of H.M.S. Ganges. 
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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED THIS WEEK: 


* HOW can I prevent Water 
an Air Raid Shelter ? - 


* WHO makes 
Concrete Roofs ? - 


Copper Expansion Strips for 


rising underneath 


: Q sis 


* WHERE can I obtain Burglar proof Locks for 


Double-hung Sashes? - “ 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 


; Q si9 


INFORMATION CENTRE 


HE Information Centre answers any question about 
b pens; building, or the professions and trades within 
the building industry. It does so free of charge, and its 
help is available to any member of the industry. 

Enquirers do not have to wait for an answer until their question 
is published in the JOURNAL. Answers are sent direct to enquirers 
as soon as they have been prepared. The service is confidential ; 
and in no case is the identity of an enquirer disclosed to a third 


party. 


Questions should be sent by post to— 


THE ARCHITECTS’ ‘JOURNAL 
45 THE AVENUE, CHEAM, SURREY 


—but in cases where an enquirer urgently requires an answer to a 
simple question, he may save time by telephoning the question 


to— 
VIGILANT 0087 


The reply will come by post. 


Q 314 


ARCHITECT, LONDON.—A BOMB 
seriously DAMAGED one-third of a 
BUILDING. The local authority 1s 
demolishing the remains and I am 
informed that this work is being done 
without charge to the owner. 


The remaining two-thirds is being 
patched-up by the owner by a 
builder employed at his expense. The 
builder wishes to use for this purpose 
timber which is contained in the portion 
being demolished by the authority. 


He is told that he must pay for it. 
Is this correct? If it ts, what 1s the 
meaning of Clause 5 (b) in War Damage 
Form C.2? 


If you employ a local authority to 
demolish dangerous portions of a 
building, they will not charge you for 
the work, and they become the owners 
of any salvaged materials. Should 
your builder wish to use any of these 
salvaged materials, he must purchase 
them from the local authority. This 
will not affect the owner’s position as 
regards compensation as he is entitled 
to claim the actual cost of reinstatement 
including the purchase of any necessary 
materials. ° 
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This is not inconsistent with Form 
C.2 which refers to salvage. If, for 
instance, you had employed your own 
builder for demolition work on a 
daywork basis, you would be entitled 
to receive payment from him for 
salvaged materials, and you would 
have to note this on the C.2 form. 
It may not be possible to use all 
salvaged materials for reinstatement 
(e.g., floor joists broken at the ends 
could not be used to cover the same 
span, but they might still have some 
value), and such salvage must be 
noted separately on the form. 

To sum up the position, the owner 
need not concern himself with work 
done by the local authority, as no 
charge will be made and no credits 
will be given, and no claim for com- 
pensation can be made for work 
carried out by them ; the owner can 
claim compensation for the actual 
cost to himself of reinstatement in- . 
cluding the cost of new materials 
purchased in the ordinary way or 
old materials purchased from the 
council. 

In your case you will not be receiving 
any payment for salvaged materials 
obtained from the pulling down, and 
it is not necessary to fill in a figure in 
clause 5 (a). If, when your builder 
has finished work, you find that there 
are a certain number of materials 
which could not be used for rein- 
statement but which have some definite 
value, you will have to fill in the 
appropriate value in clause 5 (6d). 


Q 315 


ENQUIRER, LONDON.—/s there any 
waterproof cement or other product 
that can be used to stop WATER 
from RISING UNDERNEATH an 
AIR-RAID SHELTER. The air- 
raid shelter was originally a swimming 
bath and was converted when the blitz 
started ? 


The converted swimming bath can be 
waterproofed by means of a water- 
proofed cement screed laid on the 
floor and continued up the walls as 
high as necessary. The concrete 
should be thoroughly clean and hacked 
to form a key. : 

We give below the names and 
addresses of a number of manu- 
facturers. Should you approach any 
of them we would advise you to give 
them full particulars and to follow 
their directions, particularly if there 
is any likelihood of severe water- 
pressure :— 

Waterproof Cements.—Cement Marketing 
Co., Club House, Coombe Hill, Kingston ; 
Super Cement Ltd., 27, Tavistock Square, 
London, W.C.1. 

Waterproofers (for mixing with Portland 
Cement and Sand).—Adamite Co. Ltd., 
Manfield House, Strand, London, W.C.2 ; 


Joseph Freeman & Sons Ltd., Cementone 
Works, Wandsworth, London, S.W.18 ; 


INFORMATION CENTRE 


Kerner-Greenwood & Co. Ltd., Ann’s 
Place, King’s Lynn ; George Lillington & 
Co. Ltd., 11, Higher Drive, Banstead, 
Surrey ; Prodorite Ltd., Artillery House, 
Artillery Row, London, S.W.1; The 
R.I.W. Protective Products Co. Ltd., 
2, Orsman Road, London, N.1 ; Sealocrete 
Products Ltd., Atlantic Works, Macbeth 
Street, London, W.6; Sonneborn & 
Falkenstein, 10, Piccadilly, Bradford, 
Yorks ; Szerelmey Ltd., 273-277, Rother- 
hithe New Road, London, S.E.16. 


Q sic 


ARCHITECTS, Bucks.—Can you tell 
us where to obtain particulars of the 
NATIONAL SCHEDULE OF 
DAYWORK CHARGES ? 


The National Schedule of Daywork 
Charges has been agreed by the 
Chartered Surveyors Institution, the 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers and the London Master 
Builders’ Association, and particulars 
can be obtained from them. 


Briefly the Schedule is as follows :— 


1. Dayworks executed during the progress 
of a Contract and prior to the date of 
completion :— 

Prime cost of labour + 20 per cent. 

Prime cost of materials + 15 per cent. 

N.B.—Foreman’s time not to be in- 
cluded in prime cost. 


. Dayworks executed subsequent to the 
date of completion of a Contract :— 
Prime cost of labour + 25 per cent. 
Prime cost of materials + 15 per cent. 
N.B.—Foreman’s time to be included 

in prime cost. 


3. Dayworks on jobbing work :— 
Prime cost of labour + 30 per cent. 
Prime cost of materials + 15 per cent. 
N.B.—Foreman’s time to be included 
in prime cost. 


ie) 


QO 317 


ENQUIRER, LONDON.—J am an art 
student and have completed one year 
of general art. 

The school I visited was only a 
part-time school and I would like to 
work full time. 


The Polytechnic, Regent Street, is 
more convenient for me to get to than 
any other school, but as I am living 
in. Middlesex and the Polytechnic 
belongs to the London Council, I find 
great difficulty in becoming a student. 

For a student living outside the 
London area the fees are Three Times 
more than for one inside the area. I 
can’t afford to pay this. 


It is true that the Regent Street 
Polytechnic charges higher fees to 
students living outside London. You 
might get into touch with the Sir John 
Case Technical Institute, Jewry Street, 
Aldgate, London, E.C.3,’ Phone: ROYal 
3383, which undertakes tuition in 
Commercial Art. 


Q sis 


ARCHITECT, LANCS.—I am engaged in 
the construction of a number of buildings 
with CONCRETE ROOFS EM- 
BODYINGaCOPPEREXPANSION 
STRIP. This has been supplied by 
Messrs. I.C.I., and I am informed that 
it is no longer being manufactured b) 
them. The work is very urgent and 
no alternative has been found. Can you 
supply the names of firms making a 
similar product ? 


As copper is controlled, it is almost 
certain that no standard copper expan- 
sion strips such as you suggest are 
being made, and it is also unlikely 
that you will be able to obtain any 
from stock. 

Should you be able to obtain a 
licence, any firm of standing, such as 
Messrs. F. Braby & Co. Ltd., of 
352, Euston Road, London, N.W.1, 
would make them for you, but some 
delay would be inevitable. 


QO si9 


ARCHITECTS, YorKS.—We have been 
trying to obtaina BURGLAR-PROOF 
LOCK for double-hung sash windows ; 
we understand that a type known as 
the Banham automatic sash lock was, 
until recently, obtainable through Messrs. 
Utility Products Ltd., of Leeds. 

We have been unable to trace this firm. 
Is this type of lock, or any similar 
fitting, at present on the market ? 


The Banham automatic sash lock is 
made by :—Banhams Burglary Pre- 
vention Service, 241, Kensington High 
Street, London, W.8. The price is 
6s. Od. 


Q s20 


ARCHITECT, GLASGOW.—Can you in- 
form me if there are any stock CLERK 
OF WORKS REPORT FORMS, 
and, if so, where they can be obtained ? 


There are no stock forms published 

for clerk of works weekly reports. 

The simplest forms normally leave 

space for :— 

1. The number of labourers and 
tradesmen (in their various cate- 
gories) employed each day. 

2. The state of the weather and time 
lost each day. 

3. The names of visitors each day. 

4. The quantities of materials on the 

site at the end of the week. 

. The state of the work at the end 

of the week. 

6. Queries and drawings required. 


Ww 








THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for October 30, 1941 XVii 





NS 





wv FHD Bw 





, “Rome wasn’t built in a day!” 


, .. . nor will the reconstruction of Britain be completed in a 
| year . . . but if we are to build a newer, cleaner Britain that 
z i our children and their children will be proud of, we must 
build with vision! Architect and scientist, engineer and 
builder, must co-operate .. . the ordinary man and woman 
must see that this co-operation be applied intelligently to con- 
structing a country in which everyone can live in contentment. 
Makeshifts will no longer satisfy . . . old-fashioned buildings 
adapted into flats or offices must pass away . . . modern 
‘constructional methods must be adopted in the new buildings 

. and in this modern, clean Britain, clean temperate air 
must be supplied to all buildings whether industrial or 
residential. 


Oo = | iW 


oe Fs © 


4 Mellor-Bromley Air Conditioning Division have not been to see 
: you recently . . . petrol shortage . . . the call of the services... 
and pressure of work have made business calls difficult—but 
when Peace comes—Mellor Bromley Air Conditioning Division 
. will be ready to supply you with newer and more scientific air 
conditioning plant. 


’ AIR CONDITIONING DIVISION 
MELLOR BROMLEY & C® EP: si siviour's rv. LEICESTER 
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WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 


The War Damage Commission has issued 
in the London Gazette a notice which affects 
the whole of the following areas :—County 
Borough of East Ham, County Borough of 
West Ham, that part of the County Borough 
of Portsmouth South of Portscreek, Borough 
of Crosby, Borough of Dover. A similar 
notice appeared in the Edinburgh Gazette 
with regard to the Burgh of Greenock. 

The notice is issued under Seétion 7 (2) 
of the War Damage Aét, 1941, whereby 
provision is made for securing that the 
making of payments by the Commission in 
respect of war damage shall have regard 
to the public interest. The publication of 
the notice in the Gazette is, therefore, of 
great importance to all those with interests 
in war damaged property, and particularly 
to those professionally concerned with work 
on such properties, since upon them must, 
in practice, fall the responsibility, on behalf 
of their clients, for seeing that the require- 
ments of the Act are complied with. 

The effect of the notice is that any person 
proposing to execute works of war damage 
repair in the area where the total ultimate 
cost will be more than £1,000 or ten times 
the net annual value of the hereditament 
(six times the gross annual value in 
Scotland), whichever is the less, must first 
inform the Commission. That body in its 
turn will consult the appropriate Local and 
Planning Authorities to ascertain whether 
the carrying out of the proposed works 
would conform with their intentions re- 
garding re-planning and other public 
interests, The price limits laid down will 
be stri¢tly enforced, and the incurring of a 
larger expenditure than that named with- 
out prior notification to the Commission will 
render the person doing such works liable 


to forfeit the right to repayment by the 
Commission. If, therefore, there is a 
doubt whether the figure named will be 
exceeded, the proposed work should be 
notified to the Commission. 

Power is given to the Commission in such 
cases to impose requirements as to the 
nature of works, the materials to be used, 
and the time for their execution, and it 
may change a cost of works payment into 
a value (or total loss) payment in those 
cases where restoration of a building would 
be contrary to the public interest. In the 
case of buildings which have been totally 
destroyed, the Commission is already 
empowered by the Act, without the previous 
publication of notices in the Gazette, to 
attach conditions to the payments made, in 
order that the public interest may be 
observed. 

The powers conferred upon the Commis- 
sion by the Act are exercisable only in 
direct relation to war damage, and the 
action which it has now notified is not to 
be confused with any steps which may be 
taken with regard to “ reconstruction 
areas”? as recommended in the Uthwatt 
Report, or with any measures decided upon 
by the authorities responsible for short or 
long-term planning. 


I.A.A.S. 


On Saturday, November 8, at 2.30 p.m. a 
talk will be given at I.A.A.S., 75, Eaton 
Place, S.W.1., by Mr. F. J. Osborn; 
Honorary Secretary of the Town and 
Country Planning Association, on Re- 
Planning Britain. Seats should be reserved 
with the Hon. Secretary, London & Home 
Counties Branch, I.A.A.S., 75, Eaton Place, 
S.W.1. The lecture will be followed by the 
Annual General Meeting of the Branch. 


TRADE NOTES 


Celotex Metal Fixing 

A new patent system of metal fixing 
has been introduced by Celotex Limited, 
for use with Celotex board. It is based on T 
and L seétions in conjunétion with small 
metal securing units, and can be used in 
most types of buildings for the construction 
of ceilings, walls and partitions. It should 
be particularly useful in adapting existing ¢ 
factories to suit war-time conditions. 

Among the advantages claimed for the 
new fixing are :—Installations can be 
carried out easily and rapidly by the con- 
tractors’ own workmen without specialized 
training ; the system can be applied either 
during construction or when the building 
is completed ; there is no dust or dirt to 
affect equipment; in the case of tem- 
porary buildings, the components can be 
used many times; all metal units are 
sherardized during manufaéture to avoid 
rust. 

The essence of the system is that the 
securing of the board is carried out from 
the face. In this way the whole installation 
can be adjusted to ensure corre¢t alignment 
before the boards are finally secured. The 
trouble which so often occurs in fixing the 
last sheet is also eliminated. 

Further particulars can be obtained from 
Celotex, Ltd., Stonebridge Park, London, 
N.W.10. 


THE LATE LOUIS DAVIS 
We regret to record the death of Louis 
Davis, the stained glass artist. He carried 
out a great deal of work, among his more 
famous windows being those at :—Dun- 
blane Cathedral, Paisley Abbey, Edinburgh 
Castle (Thistle Chapel) and Stockholm 
EnglishChurch,Crown Princess Memorial) 
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By means of a quick-acting thermostat the 
Leonard-Thermostatic Water Mixing Valve 
delivers blended water from hot and cold 
and keeps it at a steady temperature no 
matter how the pressures or temperatures 
fluctuate in the supplies. On group wash- 
ing equipment a single Leonard Valve will 
control a whole range of wash handbasins 
or showers. Leonard Valves save water, 
save heat, save installation costs and metal. 


Their staff of fully qualified professional and 
technical advisers are in touch with all develop- 
ments in the use of copper and its alloys. 

* They can advise upon the grade of material best 
suited to meet your requirements. 

* They are likely to be able to furnish details of 
experience which will be helpful in the con- 
sideration of new or unusual applications of copper 
and its alloys. 


Specify 
Leonard-Nhermustatic 


water mixing valves for 


* They will gladly place their services at your dis- 
posal and assistin the investigation of your problems. 


ALL ADVICE is given FREE and without obligation. 
The Association is a non-trading body maintained by the 
British copper industry in the interests of users of copper. 


group washing equipment 


COPPER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. 
and 9, Bilton Road, Rugby. 
C2 
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WALKER, CROSWELLER & CO. LTD. 


CHELTENHAM, GLOS. "Phone : Cheltenham 5172 (3 lines) 
London Office : 6, GORDON SQUARE, W.C.!. Phone : Museum 3107 





61-722 








